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Distinctions
• Intellectual Property Right (IPR)

– the intellectual content of a work belongs to the 
author

– Cannot be sold or transferred
– Is an intellectual category
– Has to be respected in all activities

• Copyright
– the right to make (commercial) use of a work
– The author of a work can sell or transfer copyright, 

e.g. to a publisher
– Is a legal category, violation is prosecuted
– Under certain condition other persons are allowed to 

make use of copyrighted works



Issues, Problems & Solutions

• In terminology products & services, 
– We as users have to respect both, IPR and 

copyright
• When we produce terminology products 

and offer services ourselves, we expect 
others (users) to respect IPR and 
copyright 

• How to do this?



Typology of terminology products 
and services

• Software
– Terminology management systems
– Retrieval software for electronic dictionaries

• Digital Data/Content
– Lexicographical/terminological data

• Terminological entries
• A difference is to be made between words of general 

language, terms, names, and definitions concerning 
IPR/copyright

• The arrangement of the entries

– Scientific content – full text for publication



Contexts and conditions of use

• Different legal situations in different countries
• “fair use” regulations for educational and 

research purposes
– Follow established citation rules

• Different conditions for commercial exploitation 
intentions
– Get in contact with copyright holder and conclude a 

contract or get permission
• Another distinction between content and 

presentation form (e.g. for standards)
• Special conditions for pictures



Creating new terminology products and 
services

• Citation rules
• Permission/contract
• …A certain percentage of a work can be re-used 

and cited…
• …It depends on what is re-used

– Individual words, terms
– Definitions
– Arrangement of a dictionary/termbase
– Electronic dictionaries etc.



From the risk termbase towards a
risk dictionary
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